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INTRODUCTION 


BY WAY OF | 


F AVING lived for divers Years amongft Friends, and freq, 
| read divers of their Epiſtles and other Writings, and | 
feveral 4 their Practices Correſpond, cauſed me to think they avere: 
the People they profeſſed themſelves to be; and thereupon having cont 
ed a particular Acquaintance with their Forms and Cuſtoms, cuil 
but be in Lowe with the Principle by them profeſſed, when as it ut 
a ſudden, there appeared ſomething of a Ujurpation, I believe Ihr: * 
call it, tho* I wweuld Term it in the moſt moderate way I could, Wii 
ewhat it may; it appeared in ſo ſtrange & Dreſs and Language, ib 
was immediately taken Notice of, and alths* ſeveral very well n 
Perſons kept their Places, yet it was near caufing a Change in : 
evaluable a Government fer its happy Privileges ; at which Tin: Wiſh it co 
"was a concern on my Mind to revive ſome of the following Colle 
| (but juſt at the ſame Time, as I make no doubt, there were diu 7. 
cern d for the welfare of the People, and the valuable C onftitution, bci. 
appeared a ſmall Trad intituled, The Chriſtians Duty, 2 render Wiſh their 
Cæſar ihe Things that are Czſar's) which appeared to have by 
well penn d, that 1 imagined it would be almoſt needleſs for am 
more to have been ſaid. 5 | 

But as in moſt Caſes, thoſe who profeſs a Scheme, eſpecially i 
be ſuch as look upon themſelves as of the foremaſfi Rank, don't care 
or hear of any Thing, which they apprehend will diminiſh or 
the Credit of their Propoſals, wherefore divers of theſe that had 
taten the Schiſm, neglecting no Opportunity of cultivating their Sc 
rica! Propoſals, were very induſtrious in urging their own Opitim 
there is reaſon to believe, being Conſcious, that whoſoever read an 
federed the aforeſaid Chriſtian Duty, muſt be of Opinion, that 10 
ate therefrom, would look like joining with the Seeds of Sedition. 
from tlaſe Confrderations, its likely thoſe who had undertaken the 
tion, might endeavour to ſecret the aforeſaid ſmall Trads that 
publiſhed, as they appeared to be very much untno in for ſeme J. 
divers Places, jcarcely any in many Parts of the Country who * 
any ſuch Thing, and being repeatedly, urged to comply with the nt 
delled Injunctions; which being taken Notice of by ſome M ellwi 
the common Wealth, rhey promoted the Re-printing of the ſaid Cv 
Duty te render unto Cæſar the Things that are Cæſar's, which ur 
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ud is more Publick ; yet nevertheleſs by their Vigilance, Induſtry, and 
uh appointing, and as rejolutely purſuing their Scheme, divers weak 
ile have been drawn into a Compliance in Part of their Notions ; and 
ler; there are who are, as may be term d, Lukewarm in thoſe Ca ſes, 
1 rather than contend, will hold their Peace, whereby thoſe that hawe 
uertaken thus to uſurp the Authority of introducing new Matters and F orms, 
uu /o far encouraged themſelues, as in Effect to preſume an Alteration 
the civil Government Aﬀairs. | 

0k! I wiſh this may be well confidered ; its not my deſign to write my 
niente on this Subject at this Time, but cannot help ob/erving that 
ln a moft unhappy Time: Well, under the Conſideration of thoſe 
tings, and for the good Will and Efteem I have had, and fill retain 
i thoſe People, and the many ineſtimable Priviledges we have enjoyed in 
ks Province, owing chiefly to the happy Conſtitution and good Govern» 
mt thereof, I wiſh we may ſufficiently Prize it. 1 — 
Well, as divers Friends have wrote ſufficiently clear, both in reſpec of 
mernment, and in regard of Cufloms and Tribute, I have taken the 
ins to collect ſome few out of ſuch unexceptionable Authors, and I flatter 
, you will not think your Time ill ſpent, in comparing their Senti= 
mts with thoſe of the preſent high Profeſſors, and confider the Authori= 
is, and examine whether there is not ſome Inconfiſtencies, and ſee 
lerer you can reconcile the Matters; if not, which muſt be receivedg 
ud which rejected, for I auould not that any People ſhould be ſo unſet- 
in Matters of Faith, as to be ready to follow every new Opinion 
it come under ever ſuch a ſanctiſed Appellation, remembring the Wards 
Flle Apoſtle Paul in that Caſe. 2 

If the Profeſſors of that Society, will candily con/ider the following 
uldion, and govern themſelves accordingly, it will I preſume redound 
| their Peace of Mind, and Satisfaction of the Publick, and be a ſuffici- 
x Recompenſe to a Friend and Wellwiſher of this once happy Conſtitus 


in, and Mankind in General. 
| M. M. 
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oe 
From a FxIIN p in a neighbouring Government, 


Dear FRIEND, 
 S my Heart has been often pained with the Prop nd, 
of Things, which are likely to hurt us as a religion, 
Society, and moſt deeply ſo at hearing that ſou hood 

Friends in Pennſylvania aſſert, that they cannot, f 
Conſcience Sake pay the preſent Tax; I take 
Freedom to commit ſome Thoughts to Writing on the Subjel 
which thou may (if thou thinkeſt thee may be of any Service 
it) communicate to ſome who are ſaid to be the Leaders in that de 
timent, for ſeveral of whom I have a moſt ſincere Regard, I pe 
Wade myſelf neither thou nor they will expect a finiſhed Ef; 
where the Intention is ſimple and honeſt. ' A few Miſtakes | 
Juch ſhould appear) will, by the Candid, meet with a favourah 
Conſtruction. Truth will bear the Teſt of a few and impartial R 
quirers ; and thoſe who ſeek it ſincerely will be pleaſed to meet wi 
any Objections which carry Light and Information in them. 41 
as on one Hand all fitting and due Regard ought to be paid to co 
ſcientious Scruples, ſo on the other Hand, the utmoſt Care ſhoy 
de taken, that nothing is received in the Church as a Matter 
_ Faith and Practice, or be approved by the Society as ſuch, witho 
proper Evidence and Demonftration; otherwiſe the Church 
Community may eſpouſe Articles of Faith which cannot be uy 
ported, neither the Members be able to render a Reaſon of | 
Hope that is in them. 

The firſt Law was for railing 55000 C. for the King's Uſe; tl 
next, for the further Sum of 100,000 Z. for the ſame Uſe: B 
Jet it firſt be conſiderd, what can be advanced as ſufficient Reaſons it 
us to pay all Taxes for the Support of Government, and then th 
Objections that are made to theſe. | 

The firſt in Courſe is that in Mat. xxit. 17. and Mark xii. 1. 
c. a memorable. Paſſage related by ſeveral of the Evangelit 
when the Herodians and Phariſees joined in putting the Queſtion ! 
our Lord, What thinkeſt thou? is it lawful to give Tribute ut 
to Cæſar or not? It appears from the Account that Joſephus give 
of the State of the Jews at that Time, that thoſe two Parties, 
rodians and Phariſees, included almoſt the whole Nation; one 
them alledged, that they were forbid by God to acknowledge at 
Sovereign Power but God only; and that it would be therefot 
very wrong in them to pay Tribute to an Heathen Linperor : * 

Othe 


=. 

tier Party alledged, that as they were brought under the Roman 
Joke, it would be the wiſeſt Courſe they could take to ſubmit pati- 
ty thereto. This religious Diſpute ran very high with them 
in their putting the aforeſaid Queſtion to our Lord. He bid them 
few him the Tribute Money, and aſked whoſe Image and Super- 
kription it had? They fay unto him Cæſar's. Then ſaith he unto 
em, Render unto Cæſar the Things that are Cæſar's, and unto 
God the Things that are God's. That this was clearly the Will 
if our Lord, appears by his own Practice when at Capernaum, 
there he wrought a Miracle to enable Peter to pay Tribute for them 
oth, and giveth a weighty Reaſon, leſt we ſhould offend them. 
Ind that the Apoſtles, immediate Followers of our Lord, under- 


Wt. 


Pr ofp 2 


religio 


at ſon od this indiſputably to be his Mind, appears from their being 
not, M formly in the ſame Practice; for there is not (or I have not 
akt (ſet with) one Inſtance of their being charged with the contrary : 


Subjet 


vice 


Ind the Apoſtle Paul, in the 13th Chapter of Romans, is very clear 
ſeveral Verſes, particularly the 6th, “ For this Cauſe pay we 


hat de nbute. Heretofore the Example and Precepts of our Lord 
Ip e appeared fo ſtrong, that 1 ſhould not have ſcrupled, ſaying 
d EfaWith the Apoſtle, If any Man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not 
akes (WW wholeſome Words, even the Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


VOUral 


rtial Ei of Words, Sc.“ But as I believe ſome concerned in the 
cet wi rent Matter are deſirous of diſcharging a good Conſcience, I fer- 
1. Ay defire to treat them with Gentlenels. It is well known to 
to coll vho are acquainted with the Roman Hiſtory, that the Govern- 


e ſhou 
latter 


tent to which our Lord paid Tribute was a military Government, 
zich indeed all that was left of the civil Power, which was but a 


witho Widow included in one Seaſon, for it was aa uſurped abſolute - 
urch bnarchy at that Time, poſſeſſed by Tiberius, one of the moſt 
be ſuWicked Men that ever reigned.----But let us come to our Brethrens 
1 of biedions. The Goſpel Diſpenſation, ſay ſome, was net com- 


enced, the Son of God not being offered up, and therefore his 


ſe ; ing Taxes may be anſwered as fulfilling the Law, or being un- 
le : BY the legal Diſpenſation. If it be confidered, that the Tribute 
aſons f paid to an Heathen, and that no ſuch Payment was never de- 
then ted by the Law of Maſes; our Lord's Conduct cannot, with any 


mpriety, be underſtood to fullfil the Righteouſneſs of the Law, 


x11. 1ccauſe, in this Inſtance, it was no ways relative thereto. Our 


angeli cient Friends, thoſe Glorious Sons of the Morning, in Lonacr, 
tion Ne, from time to time, frequently publiſhed to the World, That 
bute ue} were a People that freely pay all Taxes for the Support of Go- 
us g1vlment ; and uſually, in Addreſſes to the King, or Applications 


ies, 
one ( 


the Parliament, have ſet Faith out chearfully, paying their Du- 
s, Cuſtom, and Taxes to the Crown, by which, having demon- 


dge aniited their Loyalty and Subjection, thought themſelves intitled to 

herefole Indulgence and protection of the Crown. It hath been ſaid, 

2 * at Friends in England refuſed to pay Trophy Money, and — | 
oth ; = ax 


E is proud, knowing nothing, but doating about Queſtions and 


1 
Tax here is more like that than Government Taxes. This natu 
ly led me to enquire into the Nature of the Trophy Money ; asthe 
telligence was convey'd in Writing, and contains ſeveral uſe 
Diſtinctions, I ſubjoin it in my Friend's Words, * We as a Chrit 
an Society, gathered into the true Spirit of the Goſpel, and u 
der the blaſted Government of the Prince of Peace, whoſe K; 
dom is not of this World; we have a clear and ſtrong Teſtimony 
bear againſt Wars and Bloodſhed; we cannot appear ourſelvesin p. 
ſon, as Soldiers, Military Men, nor can we hire one another to 
or ſerve in our ſtead, neither comply with the Payment of any Þ 
to procure another Man to ſupply our Place, for theſe Things bei 

perſonal, would, we conceive, be an indirect Violation of the p 
Cepts of the Goſpel, and contrary®to the Spirit thereof; and! 
the ſame Cauſe, we have not complied with that Tax called 
Trophy Tax, that Tax being inſtead of, or to ſupply the Diffi 
ency in former Laws relative to the Militia, which had not m 
due Proviſions for ſupplying the Officers with Guns, Drums, Col 
and other Military Attire, but was to impower or authorize Toy; 
Boroughs, c, to raiſe up Militia in Cale of a Rebellion or Inf 
rections; and the Trophy Tax was impoſed to raiſe Money 
purchaſe Guns and Drums for the Militia, which being perſon 
and not a Tax for the ſupport of Government, the Society | 
always bore a Teſtimony againſt the Payment thereof.“ 

That it is not a Publick Tax for the ſupport of Governm 
is clear, no Account is ever rendered thereof to the King's 
niſtry, nor the Parliament; it is not paid into the Treaſury, 
raiſed annually in the Nation, but in particular Places as Occ 
on may require, and relates to the Militia only.—But to proc 
with our Bretherns Objections, when the Matter was under Cor 
deration, at the Time an Epiſtle on the Subject was Signed by 
veral Friends, it was urged as the Principal Inducement tot 
Step, by thoſe who had the greateſt Weight in that Conferen 
that the Members of our Society were a Majority in the AfſenbW 
and ought not to have voted Money for Warlike Purpoſes, but Mn 
have ſtood firm to the Teſtimony, and not deviate therefrom ; : 
our freely paying that Tax would be joining with them in that! 
fection: This had great Weight with Friends on that Occaſion, 
had been long pained ia Mind, on Account of the Condudt 
ſome Friends in the Aſſembly ; but is it not evident that this ( 
jection againſt paying the firſt Tax is removed, reſpecting 
ſecond, wiz. a Majority of our Profeſſion in the Aſſembly, 
the laſt being laid by other People; and tho? it may be calle 
Supplement, or Graft on the old Root, 2 that Supplement 
Graft was not made by thoſe who profeſs with us, nor can it 
3 that the firſt was a Cauſe of, or produced the ſecond; tl 

ing no Room to ſuppoſe ; but the late Money Bill would h 
paſſed, had there been none before, the Crown having demat 
ed that Proviſion ſhould be made, for the defence of the Provin 


EF 3 
ſhe Appropriating any Part of this Money, by thoſe who are | 
rated with it, to Purpoſes we do not approve of, cannot * 
ink be inſiſted on as an Argument againſt our paying it, at leaſt 
ot by thoſe who allow the Example of our Lord and his Follow- 


ſe Kin to be of any Weight. They did not, that we have any Infor- 
imony ton of at all, enquire into the Uſes, which the Governor would 
in P .ke of their Money; and it never can be applied to. worſe Pur- 
er to Wl. {es than was common in thoſe Governments. If it be granted 
an) F b it readily will) that the Legiſlator have Power to levy Taxes, 
gs bei; alienate a Part of the Eſtate of the Subjects to the Uſe and Pure 


ſes of the Crown; and when they have ſo done, Is not ſo much 
(zfars Due, or Right, and the legal Property of the Crown ? 
te Subject ſays no, it is yet his. Does not the Subject who ſo 
fuſes, depart from his Allegiance, and deny Subjection, contrary 
the Apoſtolick Injunction? But to this may be objected, we don't 
wy Tythes, and they are enjoined by Law. Tythes were origi- 
ally aid to be given to God, and the Holy Church, not by ei- 
i, but by ecclefiattick Power, and were claimed as due by Di- 
ne Right, and are for the ſupport of an Antichriſtian Miniſtry, 
id were afterwards only confirmed by Law ; they were not given 
0 Czfar nor claimed by him, being deem'd to relate to Spiritual 
lings; and as Spiritual Things, or Matters relating to the Church 
f Chriſt, are not in the Power of the civil Magiſtrates, but ap- 
tertain to God only, ſo there is no Parity between the Payment 
if Taxes for the Support cf Government, and the Payment of 
ythes for the Support of an Hireling Minitter ; by the firſt we 
mply with what is in the Power of the civil Magiſtrates to en- 
in as God's Miniſters, but a Compliance with the latter, would 
eto give him God's Due, which is Addoration and Worſhip 
od Cæſar is not to have them both, but one only, wiz. his Cu- 
om, his Tribute. Thus we may render to Cæſar the Things that 


ſem. Cziars, and unto God the Things that are God's. Seeing 
» but Men all outward Evidence, both Precept and Example, favour 
M 3 Ae Payment of Taxes, for the Support of Government, upon 
that ut Foundation can the Scruple ariſe ? Why, ſay ſome, we are not 
00 / to pay the Preſent Tax: We ſhould bring a Load on our 


nds if we did; and we apprehend we have a Revelation of ſome 
[hings more than has heretofore been difcovered, or a Call to 
kar a clearer Teſtimony againſt War than was ever yet Done. 
at would it not be Prudent in theſe Friends to conſider, that as 
Is Manner of Scrupling is not warranted by Scripture Reaſon, 
or the Practice of the faithful in all Ages, it calls for a ſerious 
e-confideration, in what Manner their Miſſion can be proved. 
ew Revelation, if it be received by others, muſt carry new Evi- 
ices, and very ſtrong Ones theſe ought to be to convince ho- 
fl! Minds, that they may ſafely leave the Example of their Lord 
Maſter, and act directly contrary thereto : And may not, by the, 


ws Means now propoſed, I mean Pretences to further __ 
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Z 6) 
Tax here is more like that than Government Taxes. This natu 
ly led me to enquire into the Nature of the Trophy Money; asthe 
telligence was convey'd in Writing, and contains ſeveral uſe 
Diſtinctions, I ſabjoin it in my Friend's Words, „We as a Chrif 
an Society, gathered into the true Spirit of the Goſpel, and u 

der the bleſſed Government of the Prince of Peace, whoſe Ki 
dom is not of this World ; we have a clear and ſtrong Teſtimony 
bear againſt Wars and Bloodſhed; we cannot appear ourſelvesin 5 
fon, as Soldiers, Military Men, nor can we hire one another to 
or ſerve in our ſtead, neither comply with the Payment of any pj 
to procure another Man to ſupply our Place, for theſe Things bei 
perſonal, would, we conceive, be an indirect Violation of the b 
Cepts of the Goſpel, and contrary to the Spirit thereof; and ! 
the ſame Cauſe, we have not complied with that Tax called 
Trophy Tax, that Tax being inſtead of, or to ſupply the Diff 
ency in former Laws relative to the Militia, which had not m- 
due Proviſions for ſupplying the Officers with Guns, Drums, Colp 
and other Military Attire, but was to impawer or authorize Toy 
Boroughs, c, to raiſe up Militia in Caſe of a Rebellion or Inf 
rections; and the Trophy Tax was impoſed to raiſe Money 
purchaſe Guns and Drums for the Militia, which being perſo 
and not a Tax for the ſupport of Government, the Society | 
always bore a Teſtimony againſt the Payment thereof,” 
That it is not a Publick Tax for the ſupport of Governm 

is clear, no Account is ever rendered thereof to the King's 
niſtry, nor the Parliament; it is not paid into the Treaſury, 
Taiſed annually in the Nation, but in particular Places as Occ 
on may require, and relates to the Militia only.— But to proc 
with our Bretherns ObjeRions, when the Matter was under Cor 
deration, at the Time an Epiſtle on the Subject was Signed by 
veral Friends, it was urged as the Principal Inducement tot 
Step, by thoſe who had the greateſt Weight in that Conferen 
that the Members of our Society were a Majority in the Afemt 
and ought not to have voted Money for Warlike Purpoſes, but 
have ſtood firm to the Teſtimony, and not deviate therefrom ; : 
our freely paying that Tax would be joining with them in that! 

fection: This had great Weight with Friends on that Occafion, v 

had been long pained ia Mind, on Account of the Conduct 

ſome Friends in the Aſſembly ; but is it not evident that this ( 
jection againſt paying the firſt Tax is removed, reſpecting 
fecond, wiz. a Majority of our Profeſſion in the Aſſembly, 
the laſt being laid by other People; and tho? it may be calle: 

Supplement, or Graft on the old Root, 28 that Supplement 

Graft was not made by thoſe who profeſs with us, nor can it 
roved that the firſt was a Cauſe of, or produced the ſecond; th 

[2708 no Room to ſuppoſe ; but the late Money Bill would h 

paſſed, had there been none before, the Crown having demat 


ed that Proviſion ſhould be made, for the defence of the Prorin 
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nie Appropriating any Part of this Money, by thoſe who are 


ruſted with it, to Purpoſes we do not approve of, cannot I 
ink be inſiſted on as an Argument againſt our paying it, at leaſt 
ot by thoſe who allow the Example of our Lord and his Follow- 
u to be of any Weight. They did not, that we have any Infor- 
ation of at all, enquire into the Uſes, which the Governor would 
Ake of their Money; and it never can be applied to worſe Pure 
oſes than was common in thoſe Governments, Af it be granted 
{ it readily will) that the Legiſlator have Power to levy Taxes, 
r alienate a Part of the Eſtate of the Subjects to the Uſe and Pur- 
des of the Crown; and when they have ſo done, Is not ſo much 
(zfars Due, or Right, and the legal Property of the Crown ? 
e Subject ſays no, it is yet his. . not the Subject who ſo 


ſules, depart from his Allegiance, and deny Subjection, contrary ' 
bthe Apoſtolick Injunction? But to this may be objected, we don't 


uy Tythes, and they are enjoined by Law. Tythes were origi. 
ly aid to be given to God, and the Holy Church, not by ci. 
i, but by ecclefiaitick Power, and were claimed as due by Di- 
ne Right, and are for the ſupport of an Antichriſtian Miniſtry, 


ud were afterwards only confirmed by Law; they were not given 


w Cæſar nor claimed by him, being deem'd to relate to Spiritual 
lings; and as Spiritual Things, or Matters relating to the Church 
f Chriſt, are not in the Power of the civil Magiſtrates, but ap- 
tertain to God only, ſo there is no Parity between the Payment 
f Taxes for the Support cf Government, and the Payment of 
ythes for the Support of an Hireling Minitter ; by the firſt we 
mply with what is in the Power of the civil Magiſtrates to en- 
vin as God's Miniſters, but a Compliance with the latter, would 
eto give him God's Due, which is Addoration and Worſhip 
d Cæſar is not to have them both, but one only, wiz. his Cu- 
bom, his Tribute. Thus we may render to Cæſar the Things that 
je Cæſars, and unto God the Things that are God's. Seeing 
ten all outward Evidence, both Precept and Example, favour 
e Payment of Taxes, for the Support of Government, upon 


# 


lat Foundation can the Scruple ariſe ? Why, ſay ſome, we are not 


uy to pay the Preſent Tax: We ſhould bring a Load on our 


Iinds if we did; and we apprehend we have a Revelation of ſome 


[ings more than has heretofore been diſcovered, or a Call to 
ar a Clearer Teſtimony againſt War than was ever yet Done. 
a would it not be Prudent in theſe Friends to conſider, that as 
is Manner of Scrupling is not warranted by Scripture Reaſon, 
r the Practice of the faithful in all Ages, it calls for a ſerious 
e. conſideration, in what Manner their Miſſion can be proved. 
ev Revelation, if it be received by others, muſt carry new Evi- 
ences, and very ſtrong Ones theſe ought to be to convince ho- 
lt Minds, that they may ſafely leave the Example of their Lord 
id Maſter, and act directly contrary thereto : And may not, by the, 


Ws: Means now propoſed, I mean Pretences to further 3 
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the moſt abſurd_ Opinions be introduced into the Society, 
Articles of Faith, if the Precept and Practice of Chriſt, and }; 
immediate followers, and our worthy Elders, are not to be adm; 
ted as ſufficient Bars to ſuch Pretences. 
My Deſires are ſo earneſt, that what I look upon as an Extrea 
In thoſe our Brethren may be ſtoped, that it occafions my 
Matter to flow into my Mind, to offer to their Conſideratio 
but Time at Prefent will not admit of much further. 

And Oh! that I could hope there may never be Occaſion 
fay more on the Subject; but however that may be, I cann 
conclude without this Remark, Ought, or is it conſiſtent for 3 
Member of our Society to embrace any Thing, or praiſe 2 
Scruple, whereby the whole Body may be affected, without ft 
conſulting, or having the concurrent Sentiment of their Brethre 
in Society, (1 mean the whole Society) as we are one People, 2 
profeſs one Univerſal Spirit the World over? May not a Pra 
tice, contrary to this, by a Perſon in the Society, under any Pr 
tences whatſoever,-promote Independency, and introduce Anarch 
whereby the Body may be ſplit into Parties; which is conirat 
to the true Nature and End of the Society. | 
By a FRIEND to true Quakeriſn, 
5 FE 
To which are added ſeveral Paſſages out of vur Anceſtors Writings, c 

cerning their Duty to Magiſtrates, in rendering to Cæſar the Thin 
that are Cæſar's, E&c.Life of ThouAs STORY, Paze 123, 


cc, T this Time Peter the Great, Czar of My/covy, being 
London, incog. and Gilbert Mollyſan, ( Robert Barclays Wife 
Brother) having heard that a Kinſman of his was in the Czar's Se 
vice, and being deſirous to increaſe the Knowledge of the Trutl 
requeſted me to go with him, in Queſt of his Kinſman, to t 
Czar's Refidence, a large Houſe at the Bottom of York Building 
in order to preſent him with ſome of Barclay's Apologies in Lui: 
Hoping that by that means they might fall under the Czar's Notic 
and be ſubſervient to the end propoſed. Accordingly we wet 
ene Morning, and when we came to the Place, Gilbert enquire 
of the Porter after his Couſin, but could not hear any Thing 
him in the lower Appartment, but was deſired to ſtay till fu 
ther enquiry was made in the Houſe, and a Servant went u 
Stairs to that End, and when returned, invited us up. The hea 
of the Stair-caſe, on the firſt Floor, brought us to the Entrant 
of a long Paſſage, which went through the middle of the Hou 
and there ſtood a ſingle Man at a large Window, at the farthi 
End next the River Thames, to whom we were directed for Inte 
ligence; and as we walked a long, we obſerved two tall Me 
walking in a large Room on the right Hand, but we did not fte 
to look at them, only tranſiently as we moved, ſuppoſing or 
of them to be the Czar, of whom I had heard that he mn 
* . 5 | oy 
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(9 ) 
wiling to be Tooked upon; and careful not to offend him, we 
haved with Caution, and went directly to the Perſon ſtanding 
the Window, of whom Gilbert Mollyſon enquired after his Kine 
nan, and he told us, that ſuch a Perſon had been in the Czar's 
tryice, but was dead. In the mean Time came the Czar and 
he other to us; the other I ſuppoſe was Prince Menzicoff, his 
General ; our Backs were towards them, and our Hats on, and 
then they approached, the Perſon with whom we had converſed 
hoked down upon the Floor with profound Reſpect and Silence, 
qt we Rood in our firſt Poſture, with our Faces towards the Wine 
bw, as if we had not taken any Notice of them; the Perſon we 
ll converſed with was an Engliſhman, a Muſcovy Merchant, 
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Extrea 
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4s "1: own to the Czar in his own Country, underſtood his language, 
lere was his Interpreter: Then the Czar ſpoke ſomething to him 
Pie, ag nich we did not underſtand, upon bled th aſked us why do 
3 „vs not pay reſpect to great Ferfons when you are in their Pre- 
wi 1 ace? I anſwered, ſo we do, when we are fully ſenſible of it, 


ehecially to Kings and Princes; for though we have laid aſide 
ud decline all vain and empty Shews of reſpect and Duty, and 
attering Title whereby they are generally deceived, by inſin- 
ere and deſigning Men, who ſeem to admire them for their own 
Eids; yet we yield all due and ſincere Reſpe& and Duty to ſuch, 
ad all in Authority under them, by giving ready Obedience ta 
al their law ful Commands: But when at any Time any of them, 
ether through Tyranny or Ignorance, or il! Counſel, happens to 
Command any Thing contrary to our Duty to the Almighty, or 
is Chriſt our Lord; then we offer our Prayers and Tears to 
God, and humble Addreſſes unto ſuch Rulers, that their Under- 
landings may be opened, and their Minds changed towards us. 
The Czar gave no reply to this, but talked with his Inter- 


contrat 


eriſm. 


e Thin 
123. 


eng 
s Wife 
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Trutl 


ns peter again, who chen aſked of what Uſe can you be in any 
* lingdom or Government, ſeeing you will not bear Arms and 
Not lit? To this I replied, that many of us had borne Arms in 


limes paſt, and been in many Battles, and fought with 8 
ud Magnanimity, and thought it lawful, and a Duty then, 
Jays of Ignorance ; and I myfelf have worn a Sword, and other 
ums, and knew how to uſe them: But when it pleaſed God to 
real in our Hearts the Life and Power of I Ess CHRIST, his 
bon, our Lord, who is the Prince of Righteouſneſs and Peace, 
whoſe Commandment is Love, we were then reconciled unto God 
ne unto another, unto our Enemies, and unto all Men; and he 
tat Commandeth that we ſhould love our Enemies, hath left us 
w right to fight and deſtroy, but to convert them, and yet we are 
f Uſe, and helpful in any Kingdom or Government; for the 
rinciple of our Religion prohibits Idleneſs, and excites to In- 
luſtry, as it is written, they ſhall beat their Swords into Plow- 
ears, and their Spears into Pruninghooks; and we being Huſ- 
kdmen, concerned in all — Huſbandry and lag 
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( 10 |) 
ments, as likewiſe in ManufaQories and Merchandizing, with tl 
bleſſing of Heaven upon our Labours, do not want, but rath 
abound. And though we are prohibited Arms, and fightin 

Perſon, as inconſiſtent (we think) with the Rules of the Goſp 
of Chriſt; yet we can and do, by his Example, readily and chee 
fully pay unto every Government in every Form, where we ha 
pen to be Subjects, ſuch Sums and Aſſeſſments as are required 
us, by the reſpective Laws under which we live. For whe 
general Tax was laid by the Roman Czar upon his extenſive E 
pire, and the Time of Payment came, the Lord Jeſus Chri 
whoſe Kingdom is not of this World, demanded of Peter, 

whom do the Kings of the Earth take Cuſtom or Tribute? « 
their own Children or of Strangers? Peter ſaith unto him, of Stra 


s : Jeſus ſaith unto him, then are the Children free; notwil,! « 
ſtanding, leſt we ſhould offend them, go the to the Sea, and e how 
an hook, and take up the Fiſh that firſt cometh up, and wh 6; 
thou” haſt opened his Mouth, thou ſhall find a Piece of Morei ic 
that take and give unto them (the Tribute gatherers) for me e c 
thee : Thus Working a Miracle, to Pay a Tax, where it viMſ..i 
not ſtriftly due, we by ſo great an Example, @ freely pay Ma C 
Taxes to Cæſar, who of right, hath the Direction and Applicaſjey 
on of them, to the various Ends of Government, to Peace or (4; 


War, as it pleaſeth him, or as need may be, according to the Ce 
ſtitution or Laws of his Kingdom, and in which we, as Subjed 
have no Direction or Share; for it is Cæſar's Part to Rule, 
Juſtice and in Truth, but ours to be Subject, and mind our o 
Buſineſs, and not to meddle with his.” | 


The Second Paſſage, in Page 269 of ſame Book, is what paſſed beta 
THoMas STORY and @ Fudge, in a Court at New-Englan 
which is as follows. | 


"= HE Priſoners being at the Bar, the Judges aſked th 

the reaſon of their obſtinacy, (as he called it) runni 
again into ſeveral high and undue Charges againſt us as a Peop 
the young Men modeſtly replied, it was not obſtinacy, but Di 


to God, according to their conſciences and religious PerſualioM their 
which prevailed with them to refuſe to bear Arms or learn W bold 
but the Judge would not, by any Means, ſeem to admit th nay 
was any Conſcience in it, but Ignorance, and a perverſe Nat | 
accounted it very irreligious in any who were perſonally able, 
legally required, to refuſe their help now in time of War, agaſ Fre; 
Enemies ſo potent and barbarous as the French and Indians, vil 
repeated falſe Charges againſt us as a People, ſaying, ſince 
could pay to Publick Taxes, which we know were to be app! Z 


to the Uſes of War, why could we not pay thoſe which were 
Law required of us, inſtead of our perſonal Service and toe 


cuſe us? Then I Rood up and defued leave of the. Coun 


„„ 

ak, which was granted, and ſaid, if the Judge pleaſed to keep 
© the preſent Buſineſs of the Court, concernin the Priſoners, I 
would, with leave, ſpeak to the Point of Law in the Caſe ; __ 


with t! 
ut rath 


zhting ne thoght fit to make it his Buſineſs to continue to Charge us. 
e Gos 2 People with Errors in Matters of Religion, not properly be- 
ad chee fre him, I ſhould think it mine to anſwer him in the Face of the 
we haff(curt, Publick and undue Charges, laying a neceſſity for, and ex- 
quired Mang as Publick anſwers; added, that though what he had ſaid 
r when our paying one Tax, and refuſing to pay another, was gratis 
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aun, yer I could give the Court a full Piſtinction and Reaſon, 
my we could pay the one, and yet not the other, which the 
ole Court, except the Judge, was deſirous to hear, and he too 
tept Silent. I began with the Example of Chriſt himſelf, for the 
Mmyment of a Tax Wou h applied by Cæſar unto the Uſe of War, 
nd other Exigencies of his Government; and was going on to 
how a difference between a Law that directly and principally af- 
tas the Perſon in War, requiring perſona] Service, and a Law 
mich only requires a general Tax, to be applied by Rulers as they 
te cauſe, and affects not the Perſon : For though we as a People 
radily pay ſuch Taxes, impartially aſſeſſed, yet as the Kingdom 
of Chritt is not of this World, his Servants will not fight, though 


PPlica|Mhey may and ought to pay Taxes, according to the Example of 
ce or (hit their Head“. 

the Co Daus far Thomas Story, a wi/e Auther, 
Subjed 1 5 and true Chriſtian Quaker. 


Rule, 
Our 0 An Epiſile out of George Fox's Select Epijiles, Page 137. 


LL Friends every where, who are dead to all carnal Wea- 
? bete pons, and have beaten them to Pieces, ſtand in that which 
nglanſ ares away the occaſion of War, in the Power, which ſaves Mens 
Lives, and deſtroys none, nor woald have others; and as for the 
Rulers, that are to keep Peace, for Peace's Sake, and the Ad- 
ed ch ratage of Truth, give them their Tribute; but to bear and 
run orry carnal Weapons to fight with, the Men of Peace (which 
People in that, which takes away the Occaſion of Wars) they can- 
ut Dot act of ſuch Things, under the ſeveral Powers, but have paid 
ſuaſioſ their Tribute, which they may do ſtill for Peace Sake, and not 
n - told back the Earth, but go over it, and in fo doing, Friends. 
it t im their Liberty. 
y GEORGE FOX. 
le, a 
apal 
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from George Fox's Sel: Epiſtles, Page 363. To Friends in Nevis, 
| and the Carribee-Iſlands. 


Ince 
app! Dear Friends, | | 
vere IO you all in Nevis, and the Carribee- lands thereabouts. 
| to I have ſeen a Letter from ſome of you, wherein J _ 
ourt 


' tations againſt Thieves in the Night? And are not common 


as free, not uſing your Liberty for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, but as 
Servants of God ; ſo that Juſtice, Truth and Righteouſneſs may be 


8 
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ſtand that there has been ſome ani, = concerning watching. 
ſending forth Watchmen in your own Way. „ 
Truly, Friends, this I declare to you, that it is a great Mere 
of the Lord, to ſabje& the Governor's Mind ſo much by hi 
Power and Truth, that he will permit you to watch in your own 
Way, without carrying Arms, which is a very civil Thing, and tg 
be taken Notice of. For could Friends obtain the ſame in Jamaica. 
and other Places, they would willingly have done it, and did proffe 
themſelves for to do it to the Governors ; but becauſe that they 
would not bring Swords and Guns, and other Arms, to watch 
againſt the Spaniards. as they pretended, their ſtanding Fine way 
bee Seventeen Shillings each Man's Neglect, but they took of. 
ten Thirty Shillings Worth for it, and tied ſome of them Neck 
and Heels befides, till the Blood hath come fagth at their Mouths, 
Noſe and Ears; and this I have ſeen upon Record, who freely 
proffered to. watch in their own Way, but it would not be accep. 
ted, and in other Places it hath been the ſame. 
And now, as for watching in itſelf, Don't you watch your Plan. 


Watches ſet to diſcover Thieves in the Towns, or Houſe-breaker,, 
or ſuch as might wickedly Fire Houſes ? Such civil Things we 
were ſubject to, and do ſubmit ourſelves for Conſcience Sake, 
unto every ſuch Ordinance of Man, which are for the Puniſhment 
of evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well, 
Now thoſe evil Doers, that may rob your Plantations or Houſes, 
you complain to the Magiſtrates for the Puniſhment of them, 
tho? you cannot ſwear againſt them; or it the Iadians come to rob 
your Plantations or Houſes, you complain to the Magiſtrates for 
the Paniſhment of ſuch evil Doers, to ſtop them, which Magiſtrates 
are for the Praiſe of them that do well ; ſo this watching is for 
the preventing Thieves and Murderers, and ſtoping burning of 
Houſes : So we do ſubmit to every ſuch Ordinance of Men for 
the Lord's Sake. For the Apoſtle Exhorteth to Submiſſion, whe. 
ther it be to King as Supreme, or Governors, as unto them that 
are ſent by him, 2 the Puniſhment of the evil Doers, and for the 
Praiſe of them that do well; for ſo it is the Will of God, that with 
well- doing you might put to Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men, 


Jet upon the Unrighteous and Unjuſt, not uſing this Liberty for 
a Cloak of Unrighteouſneſs to any one, but as Servants in the 
Righteouſneſs of the Righteous God, as you may ſee in 1 Peter 
2, 13. and in Titus 3, 1, Put them in mind to obey Magiſtrates, 
and to be ready to every good Work. Mark (every good Work) 
that is againſt the evil, as Drunkenneſs, Murder, Whoredom, theſe 
and all Manner of Uncleanneſs ; ſo far we can obey them, in the 
Lord's Power and Truth, as they act againſt the evil, and that. 


which Diſhonours God: And if they act againſt the good; ” if 
; | cy 
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would Compaſs us to thoſe Things, which. is Matter of Con- 
ice in us towards God, we reſiſt not, but ſuffer under them; 
Rulers are not to be a Terror to the good Workers, but to 


wil, and wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power; do that 


ich is good, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame, for he is 


lüniſter of God to thee, for good, for he ſhould keep down 
evil, but if thou doſt that which is evil, be afraid, for he 
eth not the Sword in vain, for he is a Miniſter of God, to 
age and execute Wrath upon him that doth evil. So he 
he Revenger and Executioner of the Wrath upon the evil Doer, 
God hath placed him upon the Adulterer, and him that ſteals 
kills, and bears falſe Witneſs, Fc. But when the Magiſtrate 
u his Sword backward upon the Juſt and Righteous, then he 
ts his Power, and therein the... Juſt ſuffers under him; and 
wore, ſuch has been warned by the Juſt, as you may ſee 
uh the Scriptures. So you are not to be the Revengers, but 
the Revenger; and to that Power that executes the Revenge, 
brings the Sword upon the Adulterer, Murderer, Thief, falſe 
jeſs, and other evil Doers, we muſt be ſubje& to that Power, 
own that Power; not only for Wrath, but for Conſcience Sake; 
h is for the Puniſhment of the evil Doers, and the Praiſe. of 
that do well. For if any ſhould come to burn your Houſe, 
nb you, or come to, raviſh your Wives or Daughters, or a 
any ſhould come to fire a City or Town, or come to kill Peo- 
Don't you watch againſt all ſuch Actions? And won't you 
againſt ſuch evil Things, in the Power of God, in your 
Way? You cannot but diſcover ſuch Things to the Magi- 
s, who are to puniſh ſuch Things: And therefore the Watch 
pt and ſet to diſcover ſuch to the Magiſtrates, that they may 
wiſhed 3 and if he does it not, he bears his Sword in Vain. So 
watches thy own Plantation againſt Thieves in thy own Way, 
| thou art deſired, for the good of thyſelf and Neighbours, 
it ſach as would burn thy Plantation, and thy Neighbour's, 
troy and rob you; Wilt not thou diſcover this to the Magi- 
to puniſh ſuch evil Doers, who is ſet for the puniſhing of 
1! Doers, and executing Wrath upon them, and for the 
of them that do well? Surely yes. And for this Cauſe we 
Inbute to them, and gives Cæſar his Due, that we may 
godly and peaceable Life under them, as they are God's 
ers, attending upon this very Thing, to wit, the puniſh- 
the evil Doers, and the Praiſe of them that do well; for 
w was not made for the Righteous ; but for the Sinner and 
dient, which is good in its place. 
if they do not do their Duty, we are clear in giving them 
Inbute or Cuſtoms ; I ſay, if they do not do their Duty to 
own evil Doers, and be for the Praiſe of them that do well, 
mighty will turn againſt them. But if the Magiſtrate 
ave all, both God's Due and Czſar's too, that we cannot 
; - give, 


Puniſhment of the evil Doer. So he makes Diſtinction here. 


| 7 And ſo it was, that James and John, Sons of Zebedle, 


— 


Apoſtle faith, be ſubject to every Ordinance of Man, for the Le 


And ſo here is the good Man's watching againſt Sin and 


keep out the Adulterer and Murderer, and all that is dec 


f... 
give, for God muſt have his Worſhip, his Praiſe, his Hono 
and his Due; and Czſar muſt have his Due, his earthly Cup 
and Tribute ; and ſo herein, we render unto God the Things wh 
are God's, and unto Cæſar the Things which are his. And wd 
as ſome may ſay, that the Apoſtle would not eat Fleſh, leg 
ſhould offend his Brother; that was upon a religious Acco 
and not to give Offence to the Magiſtrate, who is ſet for the 
* of the evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that 
well. 

And whereas the Apoſtle ſaith, Col. 2. Wherefore if you 
dead with Chriſt, from the Rudiments of the World, Why, 
though living in the World, are ye ſubject to Ordinances, to 
not, taſte not, handle not, which all are to perith with the u 
after the Commandments and Doctrines of Men? Now theſe 
dinances, theſe Doctrines, theſe Commandments, were concer 
Religion and Worſhip: And that was another 2 where 


Sake, which was for the Praiſe of them that do well, and f) 


you know that Maſters of Ships, and Friends have their Wat 
all Night long; and they watch to preſerve the Ship, ane 
prevent any Cry or Hurts that might come to the Ship 
Paſſengers or otherwiſe. , 

And Chriſt came in the fourth Watch of the Night, 
ing on the Sea, c. And Peter was in the Ship, and his 
Ciples, as you may ſee in Mazthew 14, and in Mark 6, and 
And Simon Peter had Part of the Ship, as you may ſee in 


artners with Simon. And Chriſt faith, Luke xi1. 38, 39, ff 
ing of his coming, and exhorting to watch, if he i wi 
Maſter ) ſhould come in the 2d or zd Watch, and find them watc 


bleſſed are theſe Servants. So this watching was for Chriſt lead 
againſt Sin and Evil in their own Hearts. And then he brit Ng 


Compariſon ; And this know, that if the good Man of the 
faid he, had known, what Hour the Thief would come, he 
have watched, and not ſuffered his Houſe to be broken up 


without, and the Spoiler and Thief without, whom the Mag 
is to revenge, and to lay his Sword upon. And here is 
watching againſt Sin and Evil within, and a waiting to r 
Chriſt the Lord at his coming. | 25 
And as there 1s a ſhutting the outward Doers, to keep 0 
Murderers and the Thieves, and a bolting and locking them 
ſo there is uting up, and locking the Door of the He: 


is: 
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from coming within into the Heart. | 7 
And Friends, the Prieſts and Profeſſors uſed to bring this 


ture, * You muſt bg ſybje& to every Ordinance of Man, 


ther 


1 . | 

ds Sake, to the end that we ſhould pay them their Mainte« 
ice, and hold up their Worſhip.— And when the Magiſtrates 
ught that Scripture for theſe Ends, we could not obey them 
theſe Things, nor touch, nor taſte their Ordinances, Doctrines 


, left 

1 ; Commandments ; but to be {ubje& to every Ordinance of Man 

_ the Lord's Sake, which was for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, 
83 Drunkards, Thieves, Murderers, Adulterers, and ſuch like, and 


keep down ſuch evil Doers, and that we might live a god] | 
cable Life under them, which was for the Praiſe of 22 _ 


3 « 

As well, this we always owned, and were ſubject to, and watched 
* 5 unkt, and declared againſt in our own Way, and laid ſuch Actors 
the u Actions before the Magiſtrates, for them to puniſh, and keep 


un with their Power, which is their Sword of Juſtice ; but if 
would compel us to Things that we could not do, contra- 
t0 our Conſcience, for the Lord's Sake, we ſuffered for it. So 
re Friends has the Government, as in Rhode-1/and, and that 
vince, Friends was willing to watch, in their own Way; and 
made a Law that none ſhould be compelled to take Arms. So 
nds have always proffered the Magiſtrates, though they could 
join with them in carrying Arms, Swords ana Piſtols ; yet to 
ch in their own Way, againſt the evil Doers. 

1nd this they have proffered in Barbados, as I have heard, to 
over if Negroes ſhould riſe up to burn Plantations, or fteal 

lo any hurt, or other Indians invading their Land. = 
nd ſo if the Foreign Indians ſhould come to ſteal your Goods 
pkill; for you to be left to your Freedom to watch in your 
Way, and to diſcover to tne Magiſtrate ſuch as would deſtroy - 


-bedee ! | 
8 Lives or Plantations, or ſteal, let them come from at home, 


, || 
Rag ume from abroad, ſuch evil Doers the Magiſtrate is to puniſh, 
n watch ' for the Praiſe of them that do well; fo that you may live 
Chrit bd a godly and peaceable Lite under them: And you that 


Righteous, your watching, diſcovering and declearing againſt 
crit Doers, and Things, you clear yourſelves, and demonſtrate 
jour Teſtimony is againft ſuch Things; and if the Magiſtrates 
id be evily inclined, and God ſhould bring the evil Doers 
Rod upon them, yet you are clear in your Teſtimony, that 
0 Truth, and are in your Duty, and in your Obedience; and 
tis Cauſe he has his Tribute, and his Cuſtom, and his Due, 
double Honour, if he rules well; and God has his Praiſe and 
Honour, and in that Power and Truth of God, which is 
it Untruth and the Power of Darkneſs; and in the Light 
Vis againſt Evil, and in the Life which is againſt Death; 


he bri 
the 
e, he 
zen up 
zin and 
e Mag 
ere 1s 
g to 7 


keep 0 


g them. 

i Head dcover the bad to him, for him to puniſh them upon true 
is dec and if he does not do it, it will Iye upon him. And 

| de a Praiſe to the Evil, and a diſcouragement to the Good, 
ng this be Lord will deal with him; and tho? to ſuch for Conſci- 


Man, f ad for the Lord's Sake, we cannot be ſubje& to the evil, 
nner fuffer thereby, and are ſubject to that which * 


+ 16 J 
und keeps down the evil, and are glad of it; and we defire 4 
Juſtice were uppermoſt in all Magiſtrates, that they would 
Friends at their Yea and Nay, that do come to them, and iſe, 
to them the evil, and that they might ſee what they ſhould 
and what they ſhould not do; ſo Friends may diſcover all 
which is evil, which comes to devour and deftroy, both wit 
and without, both within the Wand and without, to them 
ſhould keep it down. And fo in the Lord's everlaſting Power, 
which Freedom is and Dominion, the Lord God Almighty 0 
vou in his Power and Life in the Goſpel, which brings Life 
Immortality to Light in you, that you may ſee over the D 
that had darkened you, and kept you in a Seperation from G 
ſo that by his Goſpel, the Power of God, which was before 
Devil was, and will be when he is gone, who was the Authc 
Strife, that in that Power you may all 'freely approach to G 
and in it feel nothing betwixt you and the Lord of hindering 
Paſſage unto him; ſo that in this Goſpel, the Power of God 
which Life and Immortality is brought to Light, you may! 
and feel your Everlaſting Fellowſnip and Order of the G0 
- which is not of Man nor by Man. 
So with my Love to all Friends in all thoſe Parts, as the 
J named them; and be at Peace one with another, neither; 
one another about ſuch Things, but live in Love, which ( 
edify. And in the Power of God, that your Hearts and $ 
and Minds may unite together in it, and all to walk as bec 
the Goſpel; and let your Lives and Converſations Preach 
with a Meaſure of the Spirit of God, you may reach to th: 
God in all; ſo that his Name may be glorified, and he hono 
In your'bringing forth much heavenly Spiritual Fruit, fro 
heavenly Seed, that Chriſt the heavenly Seed's-man hath 
in your Hearts; that ſo an hundred fold of Holineſs, Rights 
neſs, Godlineſs, Virtue and Piety, ſrom this heavenly Seed 
may bring forth and increaſe in this Life time, and in the 
to come, reap Life everlaſting. ' E 
And give no Occaſion to your Adverſaries, neither in your] 
nor Words ; but that you may all ſerve God in the new 
Mewing forth that you are new Men, and that you are rer 
In the Image of God, and that you are born again of the Ir 
tal heavenly Seed, by the Eternal Everlaſting Word, that live 
abides, and endures for ever; and that you do feed upor 
Heavenly Milk and Bread from above, and that your Converi 
is in Heaven, and that you are cloathed with the fine heaven! 
nen, which is the Righteonſneſs of Saints, which is Chritf' 
Heavenly and Spiritual Man's) Livery, by which his Servan 
known by his Badge of Riphteouſnel, and diſtinguiſhed fro 
the Servants of old Adam, Egypt, Sodom and Batylon, with 
Badge of Unrighteouſneſs. 


* 


( #4 ) - 


And fo be valiant for God's Truth upon the Earth, and ſpread 


— broad: Preach Chriſt and his Kingdom, his Light, his Grace 
d dich Truth to Men, that all ſhould walk in it, and his dreadful 
hould Wy upon all the Talkers of God, Chriſt, his Prophets and A- 
r all les Words, that do not walk in the ſame Power, Spirit and 
th wille, Grace and Truth, as they walked in. 3 


[ fay, Preach this to the Magiſtrates, and amongſt the Heathen 


th | 
Ws en, and ſhew yourſelves to be quickened (by Chriſt) who have 


— ken dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes ; but that you are now made a- 
s Life e by him, and ſhew forth his Light, Life and Truth, and that 
the DW" are awakened to Righteouſneſs; and therefore ſhew it forth 
om em that are a Sleep in the Unrighteouſneſs ; fo that the Lord's 
\fore öry, and Righteous Power, Truth, Light and Life, may flow 


er all, to the Glory over all, for ever, Amen. 
and much I could write to you concerning theſe Things; but 
hre not been very well; bat bleſſed be the Lord God, his 


Authc 
h to G 


F baing Seed is over all, which Reigns from Everlaſting ta 
may | xrlaſting, and my Life is in it. | 
e Go 4nd therefore, ſtand and live in the Lord's Name and Power, 


ich is againſt all Manner of Unrighteouſneſs ; and in the Light 


as tha ich is againſt Darkneſs, and all the Works thereof; and in 
ther jj Life, which is againſt Death, and over Death, and all the 


Jors of it; and in the Truth, that is over all Evil, and againſt 
Uthe Doers thereof, within and without. And, ſo that in the 
pht, Life, Power and Truth of God, and in his holy Spirit, 
may live in Fellowſhip, and in the Unity of the Spirit, which 


zhich ( 
and 80 
15 becd 


22 h 

2 jour Bond of Peace; Yea even of the Prince of Princes Peace, 
hond ich the World cannot take away from you. 

, from (411570077, the 5th of the gth Month, 1676. 6. Fo 


hath Wl. : f 

Right Wreuiſe, one or two Paragraphs out of the Ancient Teſtimony of 
y Seed the People call;d Quaters, revited. Printed at Philadelphia, in 
the te Jear, 1723. | : 


Now, before we go further, we think proper to give ſome Ac- 
ut of our Principles and Practices, concerning thoſe mutual 
ations or Ranks of Men. And firſt of Kings, Rulers and 
boiſtrates 3 as it is our Belief that the Powers and Government: 
lire under are of the Lord; ſo we acknowledge, that Fidelity 


ie under are of | 
_—— if Subjection is due to thoſe who are in Authority over us, 
1 upor ecting only the Benefit of thoſe good Laws, which are deem'd 


tBirthright, as Engliſs Subjects, and not the Protection by Gun 
Sword, which others makes the Terms of their Allegiance; 
Ave faithfully own, that Magiſtracy is an Ordinace of God, 
( thoſe who rule well are worthy of double Honour, and de- 
ſe to be really valued and much eſteemed, not by giving them 
u Appellations or flattering Titles, nor by bowing the Body, 
ucovering the Head, nor by feigned Words called Compli- 
55 3 ments ; 


200 A 
ments; but by obeying their juſt and lawful Commands, where 
the true Honour and Subjection due to them doth chieſty con 

And it has been and is our frequent concern, according to pu 
Leadings and Dictates of God's holy Spirit, in our neareſt A 
proaches to the Throne of his Grace, to make Supplication, Pra 
er, Interceſſion, and giving of Thanks for Kings, and all th 
are in Authority. And we have not been wanting in our reſpe 
tive Places and Stations, to put People in Mind, as the Apo 
exhorted, to be ſubjected to Principalities and Powers, to ob 
Magiſtrates, and to ſubmit to every Ordinance of Man for t 
Lord's Sake ; whether it be to the King as Supreme, or unto 
vernors as unto them that are ſent by him for the Puniſhme 
of evil Doers, and the Praiſe of them that do well; for ſo WV 
Magiſtrates are Miniſters of God to us for good, bearing not Co 
Sword in Vain, being Revengers to execute Wrath upon h 
that doth evil; and for this Cauſe pay we Tribute alſo, for ti nc 
are God's Miniſters, attending continually on this very Thing, Md. 
when Laws and Statutes were made, requiring certain Confom v 
ties, which for Conſcience Sake could. not be complied with, Wi: 
our faithful Friends; ſome Magiſtrates, inſtead of the Sword BW: 1 
Juſtice, took up the Sword of Perſecution againſt them; Nerf 
theleſs they did not reſiſt, but patiently ſuffered the ſpoiling 
their Goods, grievous Impriſonments, Scourging and Baniſhm 
from their tender Families, Friends and Relations, chuſing, as 
holy Apoſtles did in the like Caſe, to obey God rather than M 
For they could not but ſpeak the Things which they had ſeen 
heard; and for all this cruel Uſage and Sufferings, they paid tl 
Taxes and Tributes, rendering to Cæſar the Things which were 
and to God the Things that were his; for ſo was the Wil 
God, that with well-doing, they ſhould put to Silence the 
norance of fooliſh Men. 0 | | 


An Obſervation that a wiſe Author (William Penn) made on the F 
a | | of Government. 

E faith, When the wiſe and great God had made the Wo 

of all his Creatures, it pleaſed him to chuſe Man his De 

ty to rule it; and to fit him for ſo great a Charge and Truſt, he 
not only qualify him with Skill and Power, but with Integrit 
to uſe them juſtly. This native Goodneſs was equally his Ho 
and his Happineſs. And whilſt he ſtood here, all went well; ti 
was no Need of coercive or cumpulſive Means; the Precept o 
vine Love and Truth, in his Boſom, was the Guide and Keepe 
his Innocency : But Luſt prevailing againſt Duty, made a lam 


able Breach upon it; and the Law, that had before no Pow: ulin 
ver him, took Place upon him and his diſobedient Poſterity, 10 
Mun 


ſuch as would not live conformable to the holy Law within, ſc 
fall under the Reproof and Correction of the juſt Law without 
a judicial Adminiſtration, 5 


— — * * * —— 


E 19. } | 
This the Apoſtle teaches in divers of his Epiſtles : The Law, 
ks he, was added becauſe of Tranſgreſſion. In another Place, 


N | 
ſnowing that the Law was not made for the Righteous Man, but 


3, where 


niſi che Diſobedient and Ungodly, for Sinners, for Unholy and Pro- 
ng to puliue, for Murderers, for horemongers, for them that defile 
earcſt a Micm(clves with Mankind, and for Men-ſtealers, for Liars, for per- 
ion, Pra red Perſons, &c, But this is not all, he opens and carries the 
d all th latter of Government a little further ;----let every Soul be ſub- 


ect to the higher Powers; for there is no Power but of God. The 
powers that be, are ordained of God: Whoſoever therefore reſiſt- 
ah the Power reſiſteth the Ordinance of God]; for Rulers are not a 
Terror to good Works but to Evil: Wilt thou then not be afraid 


dur reſpe 
e Apo 
S, to oh 
n for t 


unto of the Power? Do that which 1s good and thou ſhalt have 
uniſhme pniſe of the ſame ; he is the Miniſter of God to thee for Good: 
for ſo f yvnerefore ye muſt needs. be ſubject, not only for Wrath, but for 
g not Conſcience Sake. | | | „ | 
1pon h This ſettles the divine Right of Government beyond Exception, 
» for ti ud that for two Ends: Firſt, to terrify evit Doers. Secondly, to 
hing. derriſm thoſe that do well; which gives Government a Life be- 
ConfordMjond Corruption, and makes it as durable in the World as good 
with, len ſhall be; fo that Government ſeems a Part of Religion itfelf, 
Sword BWW: Thing ſacred in. its Inftitution and End: For if it does not di- 
; Neuf raly remove the Cauſe, it cruſhes the Effects of Evil, and is as 
oiling Nich (though a lower yet) an Emanation of the ſame divine Power, 
aniſhmWM that is both Author and Object of pure Religion; the Difference 
ng, as hing here, that the one is more free and. mental, the other more 
han MW corporeal and compulſive in its Operations; but that is only to 


d ſeen Weil Doers, Government itſelf. being otherwiſe as capable of Kind- 


paid ii ils, Goodneſs and Charity, as a. more Privace Society. They 
were Bi reakly err, that think there is no other Uſe ot. Government than 
> Willi Correction, which is the coarſeſt Part of it. Daily Experience 
e the Nells us, that the Care and Regulation of many other Affairs, more 


oft and daily neceſſary, make up -much the greateſt Part of Go- 
xernment; and which muſt have followed the peopling of the 
World, had Adam never fell, and will. continue amongſt Men on 


the F 
Earth, under the higheſt Attainments they may arrive at, by the 


e Wo the Coming of the bleſſed Second Adam, the Lord, from Heaven. 
is De Thus much of Government in general, as to its Riſe and End. For 
ſt, he particular Frames and Models, it will become me to ſay little; and 
egriti comparatively I will ſay nothing. My Reaſons are, Firſt, that the 
; Ho Age is too nice and difficult for it, there being nothing the Wits. 
II; th of Men are more buſy and divided "on *Tis true, they ſeem to 
pt of zgree in the End, to auit, Happineſs ; but in the Means they. dif- 
Leepel fer, as to divine, ſo to this human Felicity; and the Cauſe is much 
lam the ſame, not always want of Light and Knowledge, but want of 


Powe 
ity, 
1, ſhe 
hout 


uling them rightly, Men fide with their Paſſions 1 their Rea- 
ſoa, and their ſiniſter Intereſts have ſo ſtrong a Biaſs upon their 
Minds, that they lean to them againſt the Good of the Things? they 

e eee e ee none: 


is.4 


* K at? 


the Controverſy with this ſmall Diſtinction, and tt belongs to a 


and moved by Men, ſo by them they are ruined too; wherefore 


VV 


know. Secandly, I do not find a Model in the World, that Time 
Place, and ſome ſingular Emergencies have net neceſſarily altered 
nor is it eaſy to frame a civil Government that ſhall ſerve all Place: 
alike. Thirdly, I know what is faid by the ſeveral Admirers 01 
Monarchy, Ariſtocracy and Democracy, which are the Rule of 
one, a few, and many, and are three common Ideas of Goyern 
ment, when Men diſcourſe on that Subject. But J chuſe to folye 


three. Any Government is free to the People under it (whatever he 
the Frame) where the Laws Rule, and the People are a Party to 
thoſe Laws; and more than this is Tyranny, Oligarchy, or Confu- 
Hon. But, laſtly, When all is ſaid, there is hardly one Frame of 
Government in the World fo ill deſigned by its firſt Founders, that 
in good Hands would not do well enough; and Story tells us, 
the beſt in ill Ones can do nothing that is great or good: Witaeſ 
the Jewiſh and Roman States, Governments, like Clocks, 90 
from the Motion Men give them; and as Governments are made 


Governments rather depend upon Men, than Men upon Govern- 
ments. Let Men be good, and the Government can't be bad; if 
it be ill, they will cure it: But if Men be bad, let the Govern. 
ment be never ſo good, they will endeavour to warp and ſpoil it to 
their Turn. 1 know ſome\ ſay, Let us have good Laws, and no 
Matter for the Men that execute them: But let them conſider, that 
tho? good Laws do well, good Men do better; for good Laws may 
want good Men, but good Men will never want good Laws, nor 
ſuffer ill Ones. Tis true, good Laws have ſome Awe upon ill Mi- 
niſters, but that is where they have no Power to eſcape or aboliſh 
them, and the People are generally wiſe ang good ; but a looſe 
and depraved People (which 1s to the Queftion) love Laws and an 
Adminiſtration like themſelves. That, therefore, which makes a 
good Conttitution, muſt keep it, wiz. Men of Wiſdom and Vir- 
tue ; Qualities that, becauſe they deſcend not with worldly Inhe- 
Titances, muſt be carefully propagated by a virtuous Education of 
Youth, for which, after Ages will owe more to the Care and Pru- 
dence of Founders, and the ſucceſſive Magiſtracy, than to their Pa- 
rents for private Patrimonies. 13 75 SY 
| Theſe Confiderations of the Weight of Government, and the 
nice and various Opinions about it, made it uneaſy to me to pub- 
liſh the enſuing Frame, and conditional Laws, foreſeeing both the 
Cenſures they will meet with from Men of differing Humours and 
Engagements, and the Occaſion they may give of Diſcourſe be- 
yond my Deſign. But next to the Power of Neceſſity (which is a 
Solicitor that will take no Denial) this induced me to a Compliance, 
that we have (with Reverence to God, and good Conſcience to 
Men) to the beſt of our Skill, contrived and compoſed the Frame 
and Laws of this Government, to the great End of all Govern- 
ment, wiz. To ſupport Power in Reverence with the People, and 
10 


* 


1 
eure the People from the Abuſe of Power; that they may be 

by their juſt Obedience, and the Magiſtrates honourable for 
jr juſt Adminiſtration ; tor Liberty without Obedience is Confu- 
, and Obedience without Liberty is Slavery. To carry this 
neſs is partly owing to the Conſtitution, and partly to the Ma- 
cy; where either of theſe fail, Government will be ſubje& to 
wulſions; but where both are wanting, it muſt be totally ſub- 
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ver bee. Which I humbly pray, and hope God will pleaſe to make 


ty to Lot of this of Pennſilvania. 

onfu- | WILLIAM PENN. 
me of | | h | 

„ that ind I think the Author to the uſefu! Miſcellanies, hath theſe 
is us, ns (in Page 25.) It is the undoubted Prerogative of Princes 
itneſi command, and the Duty of Subjects to obey. Tis better to 
s, go: Daniel in Diſobedince to Men, than a Judas in Rebellion to 
made .; yet no Diſobedience to Princes is to be cloaked under the 


refore 
Vern- 
d ; if 
ern. 
it to 


texture of Sanctity, without a Conſciencious Perſuaſion ground- 
won a Foundation of holy Writ. 

Ind when King Charles aſked our Friend, Richard Hubborthorn, 
l Hiftory, Page 249) How do you own Magiſtrates or Ma-- 


Incy ? R. H. anſwered, Thus we do own Magiſtrates : Who- 


ad no Her is ſet up by God, whether King as Supreme, or any ſet 
„ that Nluthority by him, whore for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, 
S May e Praiſe of them that do well, Such we ſhall ſubmit unto, 
S, nor zit in Righteous and Civil Things, both by Body and* 


11 Mi- e. And though I judge it not lawful for them to make War, 


bolih or all that they think that they may very ſafely be tole- 
looſe Wi by the Civil Government, not only becauſe they are wil- 
nd an nd ready to pay Taxes to Cæſar. And again, Sewwel hath 
kes a Wi: Words, concerning the Sword of Magiſtracy ; They do in 
—_ me aſſert, Ce. i. F---ds.) that it is unlawful for ſome Chriſti- 
nhe- 


vbe Magiſtrates ; for to ſay ſo, what doth it imply but the 
nitianing of Magiſtrates, whom they truly honour ; Magi- 
being the Ordinance of God. They believe this Office to 
unſiſtent with Chriſtian Religion, c. And in an Addreſs to 
William the Third, F woos, expreſſed themſelves thus. We 


ion of 
1 Pru- 
ir Pa- 


': the 10 engaged to bleſs the Lord, for that he hath manifeſtly 

pub- Wd the miſchievous, and treacherous Deſigns of thine and 

th 8 Nations's Adverſaries, both againſt the lawful eſtabliſnment 
'S and 


Throne, and the true Intereſt of thy Proteſtant Subjects: 
ne beſeech Almighty God, to bleſs the good Deſigns, and 
| Undertakings of the King, and his great Council, for the 
1ance, of his People, and for obtaining to Europe a firm and laſting 
ice to : and continue Thee, O King, a bleſſing to theſe Nations, 
Frame ih thy Throne in Mercy and Truth; give to thee a long 
overn- roſperous ond over us, and hereafter a glorious Immorta- 


ſe be- 
h is a 


e, ＋ b, and ſhall be the fervent Prayer of us thy true and faith- 


ful 


ned: Then where both meet, the Government is likely to en- 


ou Chriſtian Teſtimony.” 


* 


622) 
ful Subjects. Again, our worthy Friend Francis Howp;l;'; | 

ſwer to Fudge Turner, on his Trial at the Aſſizes Rk Adali 
3 : 5 Pp 
is worthy of our Notice, when the Judge aſked him, Why 
on not come to Church, and hear Service, and be ſubje& to 

| w, and to &ery Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sake? ( 
ſwered) We are ſubject, and for that Cauſe we do pay T: 
Tribute and Cuſtom, and give unto Cæſar the Things that 
His, and unto God the Things that are his, 20 ait, Worſhip 

To which may be added two or three Paſſages out of 4 
Works, Page 151, and 52. And in Regard we have been fayq 
ed by the Government, with the Enjoyment of our religious 
berties in common, with other Proteſtant Diſſenters, and in 
pecial Manner relieved, by the Legiſſator in ſeveral Caſes, vl 
peculiarly concerns us as a People, We therefore think ourſe 
obliged earneſtly to adviſe all Friends, that they be particularly c: 
to behave with all Dutifulneſs and Gratitude, and eſpeciall 
diſcountenance every the leaſt Appearance of indecent Freedon 
Mark of Diſſatisfaction in Word or Writing, relating to the 
vernment“. 

And in the Epiſtle for 1732, is the following Clauſe, 
acceptable to us to find by the Accounts from the ſeveral } 
of the Kingdom, that (according to former Exhortation of 
Meeting) Friends continue generally careful not to defraud 
King of his Cuſtoms, Duties or Exgfciſes; and ſo far to 
courage ſuch Practices, as to avoid dealing in Goods, reaſo 

ſuſpected to be run. This is a Care highly commendable, 
no doubt very incumbent on every honeſt Subject: But 
Government hath fignally favoured us in our religious Libe 
we are under the greater Obligation of Gratitude, as well as 
to manifeſt that we are as truly Conſciencious to render to WF" 
the Things that are Cæſar's, as to ſupport any other Brandi" 
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Alſo in the yearly Meeting Epiſtle for 1733, the Duty is 
recommended in theſe Words, The good Account we 
received of Friends Care in general, to keep themſelves cle 
_ defrauding the King, in any of his Cuſtoms, Duties and E 
are very acceptable to us, and we do, as formerly, fo now 
recommend the Continuance of a Duty ſo neceſſary and ir 
bent on every good and faithful Su e being expreſſy 
manded by Chrift himſelf; Render therefore unto Cæſu 
Things which are Cæſar's, Matthew xxii Chap. 21 Verſe.” 

And our Friend Fo/eph Best, in his Defence of Quakeriſ 
anſwer to Patrick Smith, Vicar of Great Paxton, in Hunte 
ſhire, where he accuſes Friends of holding unreaſonable and 
ous Principles, highly deſtructive of Government, hath 
Words, in Page 135. 

„ The paying of our Taxes, impoſed by Lt, for the Se 
Government, is conſiſtent with the Precept of Chriſt, Rende: 


— TS 1 
ar the Things that are Cæſar's, to which we yield 2 ready 
dedience; nor does it concern us, what Purpoſes Cæſar ſhall 


* ply theſe to; but the Caſe of paying Tythes is quite different, 
ay the Law, as we think, enjoins us to do what Chriſt hath 
55 that kidited ; therefore, chuſe therein to obey God rather than Man. 
rſni This is a Principle neither unreaſonable nor ſeditious, unleſs 
of Po  prefering Chriſt's Precepts to Men's Injunctions can merit 
en fav Epithets.“ Again, in Page, 217, anſwers thus, This Tale has 
ligious more Weight than the former. Was not the Government 
d in e (meaning Pennſylwania) always ſubject to the Government 
aſes, wi from whence they received their Authority? And were they 


; as Subjects obliged in Duty to ſupply the Government here 


Ar- + ſuch Sums of Money as ſhonld be equally laid upon them, 
decide common Good and Security of the Plantations there? 
; finding Money therefore for the Service of the Government, 


performed but that which all Quakers hold to be their Duty, 
. Rendering to Cæſar the Things that are Cæſar's; they muſt. 
n have been very inconſiſtent with themſelves, to have diſown= 
2 Man for acting agreeable to their Principles.” 

ind I think that worthy Miniſter of the Goſpel, Robert Barclay, 
k theſe Words in Page 486, concerning the Power of the Civil 
giſtrate, in 
ence, * 
« Since God hath aſſumed to himſelf the Power and Dominion of 


ion of 
lefraud 
far to 
reaſo 


dable, : 1 
— Conſcience, who alone can rightly inſtruct and govern it; 
„ Libel fore it is not lawful for any whoſoever, by Virtue of any Au- 


mty or Principality they bear in the Government of this World, 


king, fining, impriſoning and other ſuch Things, which are 
ited upon Men for the alone Exerciſe of their Conſcience, or 
ference in Worſhip or Opinion, proceedeth from the Spirit of 


fy - n, the Murderer, and is contrary to the Truth; providing al- 
„es cid, that no Man under the Pretence of Conſcience, Prejudice 
: Neighbour in his Life or Eſtate, or do any Thing deſtructive, 


incoaſiſtent with human Society; in which Caſe the Law 
for the Tranſgreſſor, and Juſtice is to be adminiſtred upon all, 
tout Reſpe& of Perſons.” I ſhall conclude with the Advice 
the Apoſtles, <©* Let all your Things be done with Charity; 
t on therefore, as the Ele& of God, holy and beloved, Bowels 
Mercy, Kindneſs, bumbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Longſuf- 


r/e.” 
akeriſſ 


Junteling, forbearing one with another, and forgiving one another, 
and WF And above all Things put on Charity, which is the Bond 
hath WI Perfefineſs; and above all Things have fervent Charity 


ng yourſelves, for Charity ſhall cover a multitude of Sins. 
e Se | 
Lende 


er s purely religious, and pertaining to the Con- 


force the Conſciences of others; and therefore all killing, ba- 


= T0 3 
She Authority and Government which Chrift excluded out of zi: chr 
T | Church, &c. Matt. xx. Verſe 25 to the 29th. 
TD UT Jeſus called them unto him and ſaid, Ye know that 
Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, 
they that are great exerciſe Authority upon them; but it ſhall 
be ſo among you: But whoſoever will be great among you, 
him be your Miniſter. And whoſoever will be chief among) 
let him be your Servant. Even as the Son of Man came not to 
miniſtred unto, but to miniſter, and to give his Life a Ranſom 
many). „ 
Here Chriſt cuts off that Power and Authority which grows up 
the corrupt Nature of Man, which was ever and anon ſpring 
up even in the Diſciples, Here he wholly. excludes it out of 
Church, and ſays, expreſly, he would have no ſuch Thing am 
them; no ſuch Kind of Greatneſs, nor no ſuch Kind of Authq 
ty. Among the Gentiles there are great Ones, there are Princ 
and theſe great Ones, theſe Princes, they lord it over the inlet 
Ones, exercifing Authority and Dominion over them; but it | 
not be ſo among you. | | 
The Gentile State was a Shadow, even as the Jechs State 
a Shadow, the one of Death, the other of Life, the one of Da 
neſs, the other Light ; the one was the Image oe ©: the Pri 


of Wickedneſs, the other of Chriſt, the Prince Righteouſt 
and Peace,; they were both Vails, under which the two Kingdo 
were hid. | 


Now in this Gentile State there were Nations, Princes, La 
Governments, Dominions, Authorities, &c. But all in the F 
all in the Darkneſs, all in the Tranſgreſſion from the Life, 
whole State was corrupt, and there muſt be no Imitation f 
hence, no Likeneſs of any ſuch Thing in the Kingdom of Ch 
mo ſuch Kind of Law, no ſuch Kind of Government, no { 
Kind of Authority, no ſuch Kind of Anger with Perſons t 
Tranſgreſs, no ſuch Kind of Dealing with any, no ſuch K 
of Detriment or Hurt to any Thieves, nothing to hurt in 
Mountains of God's Hotineſs; but there is a righteous Scepte 
ſweet Scepter, a ſpiritual Scepter, which Preacheth the Spirit 
the Power of Life, but toucheth not the outward Man. 

Two Things are here excluded by Chriſt, from whence 
the Miſchief ariſeth in the Church (all the Tyranny and Oppre 
on of Men's Conſciences, and of their Perſons, Eſtates and 
berties for Conſcience Sake) firſt, Greatneſs ; ſecondly, the Ex 
ciſing Dominion and Authority by thoſe that would be G 
therein, | x | 
Such a Kind of Greatneſs as is in the World, its the Deftr 
tion of the Life of Chriſt, and ſuch a Kind of Dominion and - 
thority as is among the Nations, is the dire& Overturning of 
Kingdom of Chriſt : It ſets up another Power than Chriſt's, a 
ther Greatneſs than Chriſt's, another Kind of — 5 


— 


U s 


„ 

Chriſt's, and ſo it eats out the Virtue and Life of his Kingdom, 
ud makes it juſt like one of the Kingdoms of this World. It 
tall not be ſo among you. This Spirit muſt be kept out from 
mong you: This aſpiring Spirit, this lofty ruling Spirit, which 
res to be great, which loves to have Dominion, which would 
galt itſelf, becauſe of the Gifts it hath received, and would bring 


— 


of bi: 


v that 
them, 
t ſhall 
You, 
nong * 
not to 
.anſom 


hiſciples, or it will ruin all. The Lord gives Grace and Know- 
doe for another End than for Men to take upon them to be 
rat, and rule over others becauſe of it. And he that, becauſe of this, 
links di mſelf fit to rule over other Men's Conſciences, and to make 


ows up . 
em bow to what he knows or takes to be Truth; he loſeth his own 


ſpring 
t of Py” i 7 
ut 0 oy their Life too; for it is not ſo much ſpeaking true Things 


in ame : 

: 1 at doth good, as ſpeaking them from the Pure, and conveying 
> prineen to the Pure; for the Life runs along from the Veſlel of 
le inc in one, into the Veſſel of Life in another; and the Words 


though never ſo true) cannot convey Life to another, but as the 


ut it | f : 
wing Veſſel opens in the one, and ts opened in the other. 


State eien. But how ſhall this Spirit be kept out, or kept down, 
of DaMWat it may not hurt the Diſciple in whom it ariſeth, or if it do, 
the PrifWiat the Hurt may remain to himſelf, and may not prejudice the 


burch ? Anjaver. When this Spirit begins to ariſe up in any, ſo 
on as ever he perceives it in that, that diſcovers it, he is to 


hteouſn 


ces, Laff finds this evil Spirit raiſing him up; he is to hearken to that 


the F iich preſents the Croſs to it, and ſo to come down and ſubject 
Life, Waſclf in ſerving and miniſtering to thoſe who are little in his Eyes, 
tion fi lead of reinging over them: Let him lie beneath them; let 


of Ch 
t, no { 
rſons t 
ſuch K 


r that is his Place. That which would Rule is to ſerve, that 
hich would be great is to be little, and the little One ; to be- 
me a Nation; that which is low is to riſe, and thou art not fit to 


urt in Ne vith it, further than thou canſt ſerve it, both in thyfelf and 
Scepterſſi:rs. Therefore if ever thou be'ſt aſpiring, if ever thou have 
Spirit Mind to rule, if ever thou think thyſelf fit to teach, becauſe of 


thence Net proud Spirit, make it bend and ſerve, let the Life in every one 
Opp over it, and trample upon it; and afterwards, that in thee ma 

s and ie, which is fit to teach, yea, and to rule in the Lord; and ſo 
the Ex? as that hath the Dominion, thou mayelt be ſerviceable to the 


be Grd, and to his Truth and People; but if ever the other get u 


jan, thou muſt preſently come down again, or the wrong Spirit 


e Deſtr il get Dominion over thee, which with force and cruglty-will 
n and A over the Life, both in thyſelf and others. Thus, if a Man 
ing of faithful to Chrift, this evil aſpiring Spirit, at its firſt Appear- 
rift's, e may be dealt with, and kept down; but if it be cheriſhed, 


ority Men way to, and once let up, it will be hard bringing of it 
Choi" afterwards ; therefore the Diſciples, or the Church of 3 
5 * they 


ners into Subjection, this Spirit muſt be ſubdued amongſt Chriſt's 


life hereby, and fo far as he prevails upon others, he Coth but de- 


ht apainſt it: Laying himſelf ſo much the lower, by how much 


mn watch and know the Life even in the meaneſt, and ſerve it, 


lat thou haſt received; fink down, lie low, take up the Croſs to 


— — 
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they are to watch over every ſuch Spirit, to beat if down, to tent. 
fy againſt it, to turn from it, to lay it flat, to put it in its proper 
Place, that is beneath all, to miniſter to all, and fo not ſuffer it to 
THe ; ſee Verſe 26th, Let him be your Miniſter : This is his Place, iM 


this is his Work, by the Authority of Chriſt; he that would be 
great, he that would rule, let him miniſter ; own him there if he 
will lie low there, if he will be faithful there, ye may have Uni 
ty with him; but in that his aſpiring Temper, in his ruling, i 
his teaching by what he hath gained, or what hath been given tc 
him formerly (if out of the preſent Life) he is to be denied an 
turned from. | 
If this Rule of Chriſt had been kept to, AntichriftianPoue 

could never have got up, nor the poor innocent Lambs fo oftet 
have been worried by the Wolves. Ah, poor Hearts, how ſimpl 
do they come thither, where they once taſted Refreſhment, to fin- 
wholeſome Advice, not ſuſpecting what is got up there fince! bu 
go» the Dominion to a wrong Thing, and fo take Direction 

rom a wrong Spirit, and betray their own Simplicity. | 
Chriſt urgeth this upon his Diſciples from his own Pattern, Eve 
as the Son of Man came not to be miniſtred unto, but c. Vert 
28th. If any had right to be great, ſurely. Chriſt ; if any he 
right to exerciſe Authority, ſurely Chriſt ; if any was to be advan 
= becauſe of any Gift received, or becauſe of any Preſence oft 
Spirit with him, ſurely Chriſt. Yet Chriſt took not upon hi 
this Kind of Greatneſs, nor did exerciſe this Kind of Authorit 
but he was a Servant, he made uſe of the Gift of the Spirit, 
the Power ot Life wherewith the Father filled him, to miniſter a 
ſerve with; he did never lord it over the Conſciences of any 
His Diſciples, but did bear with them, and pity them in their [ 
firmities: (What can ye not watch with me one Hour? The Spi 
(ſaid he) is willing, but the Fleſh, is weak.) He did not ho 
forth to them whatever he knew to be Truth, requiring them 
believe it, but was content with them in their State, and wait 
till their Capacities were enlarged, being ſtill ſatisfied with t 
Honeſty and Integrity of their Hearts in their preſent State 
Weakneſs. Nor did he ſtrive to reign over the World, or call 
Fire from Heaven, when they would not, receive him, or exp! 
Indignation when they deſired him to dep art out of their Coaſt 
or pray for twelve Legions of Angels when they came to bet 
him, and moſt unrighteouſly ſought his Life; but the Eife he 
received of his Father, he gave up as a Ranſom. for his Diſcipl 
yea, and for his Enemies. Mark, he did not make uſe of what 
given to him, to raiſe himſelf up above others, to make his We 
to ſtand for a Law, and be received, but he waited till that v 
opened in his Diſciples, and in People which was able to rece 
his Teſtimony ; and he made uſe of his Power of Life, and 
Fulneſs of the Spirit, to enable him the more abundantly to et 


and to wait in Patienge, for thy falfiling of the Will of the Fat 


own 


the! 


( 27 ) 

testi. And though {/rae/ was not gathered by him, yet was he meek, 
roper nd patient, and at reſt in the Will of him that ſent him; and 
r it of nſtead of reigning over all, could ſerve all, and give that Life 
Place, whoſe Due it was to reign) a Ranſome for many. Verſe 28th. 
11d be His Kingdom was not of this World, nor did he ſeek any Great- 


if hes or Authority according to this World, neither over the Jesus, 
Uni bor over the Geutiles, nor ou his own Diſciples ; but he ſerved 
ng, ini, he fought the Good of all, the Life in him which was to 
ven tQMWrign over all, yet he reſerved all, fuffered for all, and from all, 


nd that was his Way to his Crown; who having finiſhed his 
(curſe, fulfiled his Service, perfected his Sufferings, is ſet down 


ed and 


, n the right Hand of*the Majeſty on high, where now he Reigns 
o ofteſ er all, and is made a King by God in Righteouſneſs. And this 
ſimpli the Pattern, which all his Diſciples are to Walk by; the more 


like they receive, the more they are to miniſter ; the more they 
r to ſerve, they muſt not lift themſelves by their Gifts; 
bey muſt not hereupon lord it over others, or hold forth their 
Iowledge or Doctrines, and think to make others bow thereto, 


„ Eve wait in their Service, till the Lord make way into Mens 
c. Verl arts, and plant his Truth there, and upon him alſo muſt they 
ny haft for the Watering and Growth of it. 

advand Queftioft. But 1s there to be no Greatneſs, no Authority amongſt 
e of thi: Diſciples of Jeſus, or in the Church of Chrift ; is every one 
don hi do what he will, to be ſubject to his own Fancies and Imagi- 
athorit ions, to the Inventions of his own corrupt Heart? What a 
pirit, fuſed Building will this be. Sure this will not long remain 
iter a ln, but ſoon become a Babylon, even a Heap of Diſorder . 
f any Wi Confuſion. ; | SY 
their [WM %ber. There is to be no ſuch Kind of Greatneſs, no ſuch & 
he Spud of Authority; yet there is both Greatneſs and Authority, 

not hoſpible to the State of Diſciples, ſuitable to that Kind of King- 


n whereof they are. There are Laws, there are Governments, 
te are Governors, there is ruling, and there is ſubjecting, but 
n the Spirit, all ſuitable to that which is to be governed; but 


State Government of or according to the Fleſh ; as Chriſt's Kingdom 
r call Wt as this World, fo the — of his Church and Peo- 
or exp not according to this World, but that which gathers is his 
ir Coaſt, and that which is gathered is Spiritual; ſo that which is 
to betorrned is the Spirits of his People, and they are to be govern- 
ife he H his Spirit, and Spiritually, and or after a fleſhly Manner. 
Diſcip\M(ius Chriſt himſelf, though he miniſtered to his Diſciples, yet 
f what Mio was their Lord and Maſter, and in the Spirit and Life of 
his WolWſather, ruled over them; and thus the Apoſtles and other Mi- 
that vw" of Chriſt, had likewiſe, in the Spirit, the Care of the 
to receſhrches, and Authority in the Lord, by his Spirit, to govern 
e, and Writs of his People; not to govern after a fleſhly Manner, by 


ly to (ea own Wills; not to preſcribe them in a lordly Way, either 
the Fatih they ſhould believe or practiſe, but in the Light, and = the 
5 EE | "OWET 


| God, to convey the Food and Nouriſhment, and to build their 


feeleth another's Meaſure, and owneth it in its Place and Service 


to it with Joy and Delight. When the Spirit moves in any o 


the good Will of God, and his Love to Mankind, pointing « 


„ © Handled, what they have found, redeem and deliver them, tl 


upon him the guiding of it; he cheriſheth it, he cleanſeth it 


fr any” 


Power of the Spirit, to make their Way into every ones Conſe; 
ence in the Sight of God, miniſtering to every one in the Spirit, 
according to their Capacity and Growth, and waiting patiently fo 


Spirits up in the Faith thereby. | 

The Spirit of the Prophets is ſubje& to the Prophets. 

Here is the Government, here is the Law of Rule and Subjec 
tion in the Life: Every one feelin a meaſure of the Spirit i 
Himſelf, is thereby taught to own and ſubject to a greater Meaſur 
of the ſame Spirit in another. He that hath no Meaſure of th 
Spirit of God, he is not of God, he is none of Chriſt's; ayd h 
That hath received a Meaſure of the Spirit, in the ſame Spirit 


and knoweth its moving, and cannot quench it, but giveth wa 


to ſpeak, the ſame Spirit moves in the other to be ſubject and gi 
way; and ſo every one keepſhg to his own Meaſure in the Spit 
Here can be no Diſorder, but true Subjection of every Spirit ; a 
where this is wanting, it cannot be ſupplyed by any outward Rul 
or Order, ſet up in the Church by common Conſent; for th 
is fleſhly, and lets in the Fleſh, and deſtroys the true Order, R 
and Subjection. . 
The Apoftles and Miniſters of Chrift, come from Chriſt wi 
a Meſſage of Life and Salvation, with a Teſtimony concernit 


the Way from Death to Life, from Bondage to Liberty, fre 
Wrath and Deſtruction, to Peace and Salvation. What they h. 
leen, what they have felt, what they have taſted, what they hz 


they Declare abroad to others, as they are moved, as they are ſe 
25 they are guided and aſſiſted. 

Now, that which they Preach to, 1s Men's Conſciences in 
Sight of God. They open the Truth which they know, t. 
give their Teſtimony in the moving, leading and Power of 
Spirit, and they leave it to the ſame Spirit, to demonſtrate 1t 
Men's Conſciences, as it pleaſeth. They are nothing, they 
do nothing, they cannot convert any Man to God ; but thePo 
that ſpeaketh by them, the ſame Power worketh in other M. 
Conſciences, at its Pleaſure. And here is the Beginning of 
Government of Chriſt in the Heart, when his Truth carries 
viction with it to the Conſcience, and the Conſcience is draw 


yield itfelf up to him ; then he lays his Yoke upon it, and t; e giv 


ut tl 
ann 
Fromaſ 
bom 

p abc 
Aga 


comforteth it, he ordereth it at his Pleaſure, and he alone pre 
eth it pure, . chafte, gentle, meek and pliable to the Impreſſio 
his Spirit; and as the Conſcience is kept fingle and tende 
Ghrift, ſo his Government increaſes therein; but as it becc 


ms 


" Ing one another on too faſt, or of judging one another in 


the different Practice from one an 


which is neceſſary; Men keeping cloſe to God, the Lord y. 


„ F 
ingly, be not forward, be not haſty, wait for the leading 
for the Manifeſtation of the Spirit; be ſure thou receives what + 
receives in the Faith, and practiſe what thou practiſes in the Fa 
for whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin, being an Error from 
Prigggples of Life, which is to Guide; and thereby thou le 
Ground, and Diſhonoureſt Chriſt, and cometh under Cong 
nation. | 6 | 

And ſo the Apoſtle Warns Believers, to take heed of q 


W 0 

Things as ſome of them might have light in, others not, ei 
that eateth, not to judge him that did not eat; and he WM { 
did not eat, not to judge him that did eat. Vea, in Mat e. 
of Worſhip, he that obſerved a Day, and kept a Sabbath, no 21 
judge him that obſerved not a Day, or kept not a Sabbath; m 
the Jeaus, which were truly converted, yet were hard to be 4; Mk y 
off from the Obſervation of their Sabbath, could hardly Hi.: 
with the believing Gentiles, who were never taught to keep .O 
Sabbath with them, but were taught to eſteem every Day, Wii 
ſanctify it to the Lord, Rom. 147% Chap. 51h Verſe. And tif 
who eſteemed every Day, and dedicated it to the Lord, (ceaffi; : 
From Sin, and reſting in him; for under the Goſpel we are Wt 
to ſet up a new Type, but to enter by Faith into the true RAM i 
which is the Subſtance of what the other ſignified) cor 
' Hardly bear with them who obſerved a Day; even in the Apo d 
Days, Chriſtians were too apt to ftrive after a wrong Unity, hs! 
Uniformity in outward Practiſes and Obſervations, and to judii; 


hings. And. mark, It is! 
er, that breaks the Peace: 
the Unity, but the judging of one another becauſe of differ 
Practices. He that keeps not a Day, may unite in the ſame 8 
Tit, in the ſame Life, in the ſame Love, with him that keeps 
Day; and he who keeps a Day, may unite in Heart and 
with the ſame Spirit and Life in him who keeps not a Day; 
he that judgeth the other becauſe of either of theſe, errs fro 
the Spirit, from the Love, from the Life, and ſo breaks the Bo 
of Unity. And he that draws another to any Practice, befq 
the Life in his own Particular lead him, doth, as much as in hi 
lies, deſtroy the Soul of that Perſon, Verſe 15. This was t 
Apoſtles Rule, for every one to perform ſingly to the Lord, wh 
He did, and not for one to meddle with the Light or Conſcien 
of another (undervaluing his Brother, or judging him becauſe 
Light and Practice differed from his, Yer/e ioth of that 14th Chap 
but every one to keep cloſe to their own Meaſure of Light, eve 
to that Proportion of Faith and Knowledge which God of h 
Mercy hath beſtowed on them; and here is the true Unity in t 
Spirit, in the inward Life, and not in an outward uniformity ; th 
was not neceſſary in the Apoſtles Days, nor 1s it neceſſary now 
And that Eye which ſo dotes upon it, overlooks the one Thin 


one another unrighteouſly in the 


1 
lea 


- 


ading, dem on faſt enough, and give them Light faſt enough, for he 
s what n Care of ſuch, and knoweth what Light and what Practices 
1 the Fa noſt proper for them; but for Men to walk on faſter than 
or from lord holds forth his Light to them, this overturns them, 


thou Ic 


zo up a wrong Thing in them, and the true Birth hereby 
er Cond 


to ſuffer, to ſhrink, and be drawn back. And, O! how ſweet 
pleaſant is it to the truly ſpiritual Eye, to fee ſeveral Sorts 


d of dliclicvers, ſeveral Forms of Chriſtians in the School of Chriſt, 
er in one learning their own Leſſon, performing their own pecu- 
s not, Service, and knowing, owning, and loving one another in 
1d he ſeveral Places, and different Performances to their Maſter, 


in Ma 
th, no 
bbath ö 


hom they are to give an Account, and not to quarrel. with 
another about their different Practices, Romans xiv. 4. 


o be d walks Md does juſt as J do, but becauſe I feel the fame 
zardly Wi: and Life in him, and in that he walks in his Rank in his. 
keep t order, in his proper Way and Place of Subjection to that; 
Day, Wthis is far more pleaſing to me, than if he walked juſt in that 
And tin wherein I walk : Nay, fo far as 1 am ſpiritual, I cannot fo 
1, (cealff as defire that he ſhould do ſo, until he be particularly led 


ve are 
true R 


to, by the ſame Spirit which led me. And he that knows 
tit is to receive any Truths from the Spirit, and to be led by 


ed) coli spirit, and how prone the fleſhly Part is to make haſte, and 
e Apo dangerous that haſte is, will not be forward to preſs his 
Jnity, edge or Practices upon others, but rather wait patiently till 
d to juq i Lord fit them for the receiving thereof, for fear, leſt they 


ud receive and Practiſe too ſoon, even in that Part which can- 
krve the Lord. And this I can truly fay, concerning myſelf, 


? It 151 
Peace ; 
differ 


ſame d iered to be true, or to any Practice or Way of Worſhip L 


t keep ed or walked in, but deſired that the Power and Leadings 
and Sie might go before them; and was afraid leſt Men ſhould re- 
Jay ; x Things from my Hand and not from the Lord's. Yea, and 
rrs fra! very well Remember, that when I walked in the Way of 
the Bo pendency (as it hath been commonly called) I had more 
e, bey with, and more Love towards ſuch as were ſingle hearted 


8 in hi 
was t 


ther Ways and Practices of Worſhip (whoſe Spirits I had ſome 
ing of in the true Simplicity, and in the Life) than with 


rd, wir of ſuch, who were very knowing and zealous in that Way 
2nicienMlidependency, in whom a wrong Thing in the mean time had 
cauſe tw, which had cauſed them to ſwerve from the Life and from 
h Chai iimplicity. | | 
ht, er that the true Church Government being in the Spirit, and 
d of hi the Conſcience, as in the Sight of God, the great Care mult 
in t keep it within its Bounds, that nothing elſe govern but the 
ty ; ch, and that the Goyernment be extended only unto that which 

y now ih be governed. | | 
Thin | : Fir, 


rd wi 
lea 


his is thg true Ground of Love and Unity, not that ſuch a 


ner found my Spirit forward to draw any, either to any Thing 


df Chriſt but the Spirit of Chriſt ; that nothing elſe teach, not) 


off and caſt out. Every Miniſter in the Church is to watch 


ſubmit to what comes from the Spirit, in the Spirit. No 


14. For which Paul withſtood him to the Face, Yer/e 11.) 


keepeth out the fileſhly Part, with all its leſhly Wiſdom and | 


muſt ſtill be eyed, and according to its Growth and Manifeſta 


Fir, Care muſt be had that nothing govern in the Ch 
elſe exhort, nothing elſe adrmoniſh and reprove, nothing elſe 


his own Spirit, that it intrude not into the Work of God, 
it take not upon it to be the Teacher, Exhorter, the Repro 
Sc. And every Member is to wait in that Meaſure of the 81 
which he hath received, to fee] the goings forth of the 8p 
in him who teacheth and governeth, and ſo to ſubject, not to 
but to the Lord, to receive from the Lord, to obey the Lord. 
to know any Miniſter, according to the Fleſh, but to receive 


know Paul or Ajeollo, or Cepbas, but the Spirit miniſtering 
them. Paul may err; Apollo may err; Peter may rr (And 
err, where he compelled the Gentiles to live as the s, Cal 


Barnabas allo did err, Verſe 13. But the Spirit cannot err: | 
he that keeps to the Meaſure of the Spirit in himſelf, cannot 
in any of their Errors, if they Thould err, but is preſerved. 
the leaſt Meaſure of the Spirit is true, and gives true Judgme 
But he that receiveth never ſo great a Meaſure of the Spirit, 
if he keep not low therein, but lifteth up himſelf becauſe th 
of above his Brethren, may eaſily err himſelf, and draw 4 
others into his Error. | 

' Secordly, Care muit be had that the Conſcience be kept ten 
that nothing be received but according to the Light in the C 
ſcience. The Conſcience is the Seat of Faith, and if it be 
kept cloſe to the Light which God lighteth there, Faith 1s | 
made Shipwreck of. - Chriſtianity is begun in the Spirit, w 


ſonings about ſpiritual Things : And as the Beginning 1s in 
anointing, ſo muſt the Progreſs be; as the Spirit begins in 
Conſcience by convincing that, by perſuading that, by ſetting 
his Light there, and leading the Soul by that Light; ſo thatL 


in the Conſcience, ſo muſt the Soul ſtand ftill, or go on. 
The great Error of the Ages of the Apoſtacy hath been te 
up an outward Order and Uniformity, and to make Men's ( 
ſciences bend thereto, either by Arguments of Wiſdom, or by fe 
but the Property of the true Church Government is, to leave 
the Conſcience to its full Liberty in the Lord, to preſerve it 
le and entire for the Lord to exerciſe, and to feek Unity in 
Fight and in the Spirit, walking ſweetly and harmonioully 
gether in the midſt of different Practices. Yea, and he that 
Faith, and can ſee beyond another, yet can have it to himſelf, 
not diſturb his Brother with it, but can deſcend and walk y 
him according to his Meaſure, and if his Brother have any h6 
Barthen upon him, can lend him his Shoulder, and bear Far 
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z Barthen with him. O]! how ſweet and lovely 1s "Ia to ſee 


ehren dwell together in Unity, to ſee the true Image of God 


ied in Perſons, and the knowing, and loving one another in the 


x Image, and bearing with one another through. Love, and 
ping one another under their Temptations and Diſtreſſes of 
irit, which every one muſt expect to meet with. | 

thou art a Chriſtian in Deed, and in Truth, preſerve thy 
ſcience pure and tender towards God; do not defile it with 
< religious Practices, Duties, Ordinances, Oc, as thou doſt not 
| the Spirit leading thee into; for all ſuch are Idols and exceed- 


y pollute thee. And be tender alſo of thy Brother's Conſci- 


ce, and be not an Inftrument to draw him unto any Thing which 
Lord leads him not into, but rejoice if thou find him in Sim- 
ity of Heart, ſtartling at any Thing; for if he abide here 
ful, his Guide will in due Seaſon appear to him, and clear 
his Way before him; but if he be too haſty he may follow 
nong Guide, and that Guide will never lead him aright towards 
Kingdom, but intangle him further and further from it. 

0 how many have run a Whoring from the Lord! How many 


t in religious Performances! How many have drunk of the 
p of Fornication from the Life, at the Hands of the fleſhly 
om! How many have filled their Spirit with New-Teſtament 
us and Images! How many have even hardened their Hearts 
Conſciences, by following the Doctrines of Men, their imagi- 
Meanings of Scriptures, and the Imaginations and Dreams of 
ur own Hearts! Is it not time for Men at length to turn back 


Int, from whom they have gone a Whoring, and whom in all 
Things they have grieved? And if ever any feel and enjoy 
Guidance of God's Spirit, their Conſcience muſt be kept ten- 
to it, and ready to hear and follow his Voice, who ſpeaks in 
nt to that which is born of him, which infallibly knows his 
Ice, and being kept clear, cannot doubt concerning it, My 
tp hear my Voice, ſaith Chriſt, they know it; and the Voice 
te ſtrange Spirit they know not, ſo as to follow it, but turn 
n it both in themſelves and others: But that which is not the 
tp, but hath only the Sheep's Cloathing, cries out, how ſhall 
now the Voice of the Spirit? We may be deceived. Nay, 
twhich is born of God, that which is the Ele& of God, can- 
be deceived. Wait therefore for the Birth of the Spirit, to 
the Spirit is given for a Guide, who infallibly guides it 
of Deceit. All Deceivers are out of this Birth, out of this Spirit, 
aps in ſome Birth or other, framed from the letter, and living in the 
ation of ſome Practices and Ordinances from the letter, (un- 
which Cover they lie in wait to deceive) but Strangers to the 


Thus the Jews err'd, _ deceived their Projelizes beto 


je firſt loſt the Guidance of his Spirit, and then drowned their 


ads the Lord, to wait for the Viſitation and Light of his 


and Power, and to that Wiſdom which begets and bears to 


as. 
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the rämiag of Chriſt, Thus the Chriſtians: (in Name) habe 
nerally. erred all along the Apoſtacy,: and indeed Ger a= 
rallĩty) have not been true Chriſtians, but only a perſecuted N 
nant 5 them, whoſe Late "hath been nouriſhed And preſe 
ed, not by Doctrines and Obſervations which they have been ta 
by the Precepts of Men, nor by the Knowledge which they they 
ſelves have gathered; but by a little Bread daily handed tot 
1 from the Father of Mercies out of the Wilderneſs: That was 
1 Thing which nouriſhed their Souls vp to God, though many 
i them knew got diſtinctly what it was that nouriſhed them, x 
bo they came by it. | Ts 


L I - 04je&ion. But is not Uniformity lovely, and doth not the A pe 
* ile exhort Chriſtians to be of one Mind, and were it not à f 
1 „Thing if we were all of one Heart and one Way? 
[ | aver. Yea, Uniformity is very lovely, and to be defired'y 
it | 8 8 for, as the Spirit of the Lord which is one, leads Ind a4 
4 int one. But for the fleſhly Part (che wiſe reaſoning Part 
5 Man) by fleſhly Ways and Means to ſtrive to bring about fel 
4 Uniformity which enſnares and overbears the tender Conſciene 
* this is not lovely, nor ſpiritual, nor Chriſtian like. And the Bf 
4 | ſtle, who exhorts Chriſtians to one Mind, yet doth not bid the 
1 force one another into one Mind, but walk together ſweetly 0 f 


as they had attained, and wherein they were otherwiſe minds 
God in his due Time would reveal more to them, Philip iii. 15,1 
le that hath, to him it ſhall be given; and the Intent and be 
of the Miniſtry (with the ſeveral ' Miniſtrations of it) is to bij 
into the Unity, Zphe/. iv. 13. as Perſons are able to follow; at 
| not to force all Men into one Practice or Way; that's the W 
38 to deſtroy the Faith, and the true Unity, and at beſt can Inf 
* duce but a fleſhly Appearance of Unity in ſuch a Form of Work 
5 and Godlineſs, as ears out the Power. And for being of one He: 
and one Way, bleſſed be the Lord, this is in a Meaſure Kknoy 
and wilneſſed; the Way is one Chriſt, the Truth of God; and he 
is in the Faith, and in the Obedience to that Light which ſhines tg 
his Spirit into the Heart of every Believer, hath ataſte of the one Heat 
. and of che ane Way, and knoweth that no Variety of Practices (H 
2 | is of God) can make a Breach in the true Unity. This is they 
* Way, for every one to be ſubject to that Light of Chriſt's Spi 
| . which he bath received from Chriſt ; and every one keeping lis 
be” there is alſo — kept in the midſt of all the Variety, 
Diver ſity of Practices. And the Unity being thus kept, all wt 
come into one outwardly; alſo at length, as the Light grows” 
every one, and as every one grows into the Light; but 1 of 
be. patiently: waited for from the Hand of God (Who hath Then 
Way of effecting. it, and who alone can do it) and aotharl 


cru agtempicd: by the rough Hand of Man. 10 
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